
Sunday
17 November 2013

By ApsArA pererA 

C e y l o n  T o d a y  F e a T u r e s

Haiyan’s devastation as one the 
strongest typhoons ever 
recorded has left the world 
reeling in shock and the 

Philippines, as the country worst 
affected by the super storm, is slowly 
trying to get back on its feet again. 

During the same period as the 
typhoon, Sri Lanka too experienced 
heavy rains, winds, thunder and 
lightning and thus, it only seems fair to 
bring forward the oft posed question: is 
climate change to be blamed for it? If  so, 
what can we do about it?  

The climatic budget 
With the Appropriation Bill having 

been taken up in parliament recently, 
let’s face the crucial question of  how 
much of  the annual budget is set aside 
for climate change related activities in 
Sri Lanka. The answer is no surprise – 
it is within the overall amount set aside 
for the activities of  the Ministry of  

Environment, under whose purview 
the Climate Change Secretariat 
functions. The money is for research: 
climate change impact studies, 
research on scenarios, adaptation, and 
mitigation but, the allocation is said to 
be low. (Confirmation on the exact 

amount requested for climate change 
research was not available at the time 
of  going to print as the officials 
concerned were not available for 
comment due to the Commonwealth 
Heads of  Government Meeting 
(CHOGM)).

A climatic dilemma

(Continued on page 2) 

“For Sri Lanka it is important to 
adapt, as we are not a great 
emitter of greenhouse gases. If 
we are to conform to 
international pressure on 
National Appropriate 
Mitigation measures, then it 
should be in those areas that 
also support our own 
development agenda- such as 
clean energy, efficient 
transportation and forestry”

Are we too complacent in the face of visible change?
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